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Our virtual worship services led by  
Pastor Tim and Pastor Seth are posted on 
the OSLC Website and Facebook each 
week.  If you do not have Internet access to 

watch our online services and would like us to mail you DVDs of these 
services to watch, contact the church office. 

Beginning Sunday, August 2, we will have 
ONE drive-in worship service at 9am!  
(Check the “Latest Worship Information” on our Website 

and Facebook for updates and to sign up to volunteer.) 
August 2020  
Newsletter Highlights 

Greetings family of Our Savior's! 
Here is the latest edition of 'The 
Crossroads' newsletter. 

Donations for Sun Prairie Food Pantry—We are going to 
be collecting for the Food Pantry during our Sunday Drive-in Worship 
Services.  Look for the green barrel outside.  (Suggested 
items needed include laundry detergent, mouthwash, paper 
towels, size 4 or larger diapers, dish soap, soup, spaghetti 
sauce, and tuna.) 



From Pastor Hecox 

Prayer Requests  
& Hospital Notifications                                                
Do you have a prayer request or 
hospital notification you would 
like to pass along?  You can 
share your requests with Pastor 
Tim (tim@oslc-elca.org) or Pas-
tor Seth (seth@oslc-elca.org) or 
call the church office.   When 
you submit prayer requests, they 
are sent to the Our Savior’s 
prayer chain via email and are 
added to the prayers during 
weekend worship. If you would 
like your request to remain confi-
dential to a pastor, or would not 
like it shared with the prayer 
chain or included in worship 
prayers, please note your wishes 
in your request.  

Hope 
 
 
As we approach the end of summer break and start to look toward the fall, I 
find myself enamored with the idea of hope.   
 
Hope is a powerful concept.  Hope lifts us out of despondence.  Hope rescues 
us from anxiety.  Hope drives us forward when we feel paralyzed.  Hope grows 
in us even when we feel surrounded by darkness. 
 
Recently, I touched on the topic of hope in a couple sermons:  one on a Sun-
day and one on the following Wednesday.  Most of that was based on Romans 
8.  The apostle Paul reminds us that we hope for what we have not seen.  Isn’t 
that applicable to us right now?  We want to see each other again.  We want to 
engage with people outside our houses at some future point.  We want to 
gather as a congregation.  We want to see the world around us progress to 
some form that feels comfortable.   
 
We hope for those things because we have not seen them happen yet.  We 
are not yet to the point of being able to do those things.  And we don’t know 
yet when those things might be possible and safe.  Every month seems to 
bring changes we hadn’t anticipated. 
 
So while safety and love of neighbor guides the decisions of church leader-
ship, we hold onto hope for a time when we emerge from the various night-
mares that have surrounded us.  But we have good news:  there will come an 
end to our current trials and tribulations.   
 
We have already traveled part of the way to the realization of our hopes:  we 
have met for worship at our new and fabulous Drive In Worship in the parking 
lot!  People have seen each other again.  We have connected through car 
windshields and found a new way to gather ourselves.  It is an adaptation.  It is 
an adjustment. 
 
So part of our hope has already been realized, but we recognize it’s not a full 
realization of what we ultimately hope for.  It’s not radically unlike our situation 
as humans living in this world:  things are never quite right and nothing is ever 
perfect.  We are always existing in a sort of compromise, hoping for the reali-
zation of a world that is made new and guided by a God whom we call Love.   
 
So I encourage you to hope.  Don’t discard your hopes for a better future!  The 
Holy Spirit is at work in you.  The Holy Spirit is at work in our faith community.  
And that same Comforter, Helper, and Indweller is at work, actively bringing 
about the new world for which we hope even in the midst of frustration or cha-
os or pandemic or some other difficulty.   
 
Therefore, sisters and brothers, rejoice!  You have good reason to hope.  You 
have the good news of the gospel inside you, producing beautiful fruit.  We will 
make it through our current trial together, no matter what particular personal 
trial you face.  We will help each other through this large-scale tribulation as a 
community.   
 
We hope for what we have not yet seen.  And we hope because we hope in 
something beyond ourselves:  we hope in Jesus Christ, the author and perfect-
er of our faith.  When you hope in Christ, you can’t go wrong.  And you don’t 
hope in Christ alone:  you hope alongside your family of faith, as we journey 
alongside you toward the realization of our hopes. 
 
Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Seth 

Pastoral Acts 
 
Private Graveside & Committal 
Services: 
Fran Sharpee—July 10 
Louise Lemke—July 13 
Wayne Burmeister—July 26  

Please pray 
for the  
families of 
these OSLC 
members 
who have 
passed 
away in recent months: 
 
Gary Nicholson—April 21 
Fran Sharpee—July 2 
Louise Lemke—July 6 
Nancy Novotny—July 24   



Council & Other News 
July 16, 2020 Council Notes 
 
 A great deal of discussion revolved around Bruce Hutler’s presentation on Sanctuary Screens.  No deci-

sions have been made by the council, but a great deal of information was presented on functionality and 
costs.  There are churches within our Synod who have Sanctuary Screens that council members may 
visit to get a feel of how they work and assist in a service. 

 
 We “officially” received our new members; the service that was to receive and welcome our new mem-

bers was the first one cancelled during the coronavirus outbreak. 
 
 The Stewardship Committee reported that the annual “Stuff the Bus” drive will be looking at cash dona-

tions only. 
 
 Church in Society reported that the next Sunshine Supper will be run by Gary Dalgaard and Sara Klem-

me without assistance from a local restaurant. 
 
 Our first outdoor services were quite successful; we had 23 vehicles “participating” at the 8:30 service 

and 13 at the later service.  Please give some thought to joining us on Sundays in the parking lot if you 
are able. 

 
 
Tim Svendsen 
Congregation Council President 

Financial Progress Report for  
June 2020 

 
1) General Fund:           2) Building Fund:  
 Giving:  $53,671.09     Giving:  $7,161.50 

Expenses:  $52,492.10     Expenses:  $11,794.00 
Net Cash Flow:  $1,178.99    Net Cash Flow:  $<4,632.50> 

 YTD Cash Flow:  $5,695.75    YTD Cash Flow:  $271.50 

Update Regarding Prepaid Altar Flowers—We stopped order-
ing flowers for the altar in the Sanctuary when we closed because of the pan-
demic and stopped in-person worship services.  However, some of you had 
ordered and paid for altar flowers for those Sundays from then through 2020. 
 
If you would like to be reimbursed for the flowers that you ordered for these 
months when we’ve been closed, please contact Bonnie Shema at bon-
nie@oslc-elca.org or (608) 837-3111.  Otherwise, we will hold over the 
amount you paid to be used for altar flowers next year. 

Support our work and enjoy the convenience 
of electronic giving—Our church offers electronic giving, 
which allows you to make donations on a scheduled, automatic 
basis.  If you are writing checks and preparing envelopes every 
week, you will especially appreciate electronic giving.  It is convenient for you 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our church.   
 
Enrollment forms and instructions can be found on our OSLC Website under 
the Support Our Work section.  Or, if questions, call Bonnie Shema at the 
church (837-3111) or e-mail her at bonnie@oslc-elca.org.   

Outdoor Mailbox at 
OSLC—If you prefer to drop 
off your weekly offerings 
rather than mail them, 
you are welcome to drop 
them off in our mailbox 
located next to the brick 
pillar on the west side of 
the carport entrance.  Staff 
checks this mailbox regularly.  
Thank you!   

Are you receiving 
the Daily Devotions 
from Pastor Tim and 
Pastor Seth via e-
mail?—If not, please e-
mail the church office so 
that we have your most cur-
rent e-mail in our records 
(darlene@oslc-elca.org) 
 
If you do not have e-mail 
and would like to be added 
to our list of those 
we send devotions 
to each week via 
U.S. mail, contact 
Darlene at the church office.   



Welcome  

New Members! 

 

March 2020 

Melissa & Brian Altschwager 

& Wyatt (3 years) 
6914 Donnybill Road 
DeForest 
715-490-0190 (Melissa) 
715-892-5767 (Brian) 
melissa.altschwager@gmail.com 
 
Melissa is employed by the Colum-
bia County Sheriff Department as a 
Jail Sergeant, and Brian is a Sous 
Chef at Blackhawk Country Club.  
They enjoy the outdoors, puzzles, 
and books.      

Bill & Carol Barreau 
1301 School Street, #201 
Sun Prairie 
608-206-7195 (Bill) 
608-212-9832 (Carol) 
williamtbarr@aol.com 
 
Bill and Carol are retired and have 
six grandchildren.  Carol collects 
dolls and coins, and Bill collects 
coins and stamps.  They both enjoy 
traveling.   

Tim & Mandy Mommaerts, 

Mya (10) and Molly (8) 
31473 Bull Run 
Sun Prairie 
608-513-1884 (Mandy) 
608-209-5553 (Tim) 
akmommaerts@gmail.com 
tmommaerts@waunakee.k12.wi.us 
 
Tim is an Associate Principal at 
Waunakee Area School District.  
Mandy is an Event Planner for The 
Burish Group of VBS in Middleton.  
They first came to know about 
OSLC from the Spredemanns.  
Their family enjoys participating 
in a variety of sports, and Mya and 
Molly also play piano.   



Welcome  

New Members! 

 

March 2020 

Kenn & Claire Ogunsola, 

Noah (10), Jude (9), Zion 

(7), and Sage (5) 
412 Galileo Drive 
Madison 
608-212-5507 
claireogunsola@gmail.com 
 
Kenn is a Finance Manager at 
Wilde East Towne Honda, and 
Claire is self-employed as a pho-
tographer at Clear & Quiet.  
Their family’s interests include 
basketball, flag football, tennis, 
soccer, gymnastics, ballet, math, 
reading, piano, and violin. 

Vickie Puzach 
1278 Broadway Drive 
Sun Prairie 
608-825-9139 
nmvpuzach@yahoo.com 
 
Vickie is a retired teacher.  She grew 
up in Sun Prairie and is happy to be 
joining Our Savior’s. 

Dot (Dorothy) Whiting 
5585 Tancho Drive, Apt. 204 
Madison 
(508) 455-8573 
dhwhiting56@gmail.com 
 
Dot is a retired elementary teach-
er.  She learned about Our Savior’s 
from friends as well as searching 
online.  Her interests/hobbies 
include music, yoga, and exercise 
classes. 



Church in Society (Outreach)  
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!   
 
My how the time flies.  Seems like we just did a Sunshine Supper meal yesterday and now it’s 
our turn again.  It’s just amazing.  My calendar is so full and there is so much going on that the 
time just flies by …............................. well, maybe not.  Although the time does seem to pass 
quickly for some reason.  Wow, I really got off track here!  I have a serious issue to discuss so 
let’s get to it. 
 

We do in fact have another Sunshine Supper meal coming up on Monday, August 17th.  All of the parameters are 
exactly like before so I’m not so much looking for workers or food donations as I am for cash donations.  Just like 
the last one, we can only have five people working and we can’t prepare any food outside of the Sunshine Place 
kitchen unless it is done in a commercial kitchen.  Last time we were assisted by our good friends from Salvatore’s.  
I have a couple of ideas on who we might work with this time.  As you may or may not know, Salvatore’s now fur-
nishes a Wednesday night community meal every week on their own.  They have been doing this since the week 
before our last one.  Quite a commitment during a very tough time for the restaurant business. 
 
So, if you are so inclined and would like to help out, please send or drop off a check at the church.  Make sure you 
make checks out to OSLC and just put Sunshine Supper on the subject line.  Thank you so much.  Last time 
the response was wonderful.  This is such a good cause.  I hope we can count on your help again this time. 
 
Gary Dalgaard, Fellowship Chair 

Stuff the Bus in 2020—The 12th annual Stuff the Bus community campaign will again provide free school 
supplies to Sun Prairie families in need for the 2020–2021 school year.  However, like many other Sunshine Place 
programs, Stuff the Bus will be making some changes to keep their patrons and community as safe as possible 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Here are the upcoming program changes: 
 
 Stuff the Bus will be supporting 1500 students this year; however, they will not be accepting physical donation 

of school supplies. 
 
 Instead, they are hosting a fundraiser to raise $30,000 to purchase backpacks 

and pre-filled boxes of school supplies.  They recognize that during this time of 
economic uncertainty, the extra expense of school supplies is unattainable for many 
in our community. By providing a backpack filled with the basic supplies, they hope to 
take this burden off the shoulders of families that are struggling. 

 
 Stuff the Bus will need to raise $20 per child to purchase the backpacks and boxes of 

school supplies.  
 
You can donate at: 
 

Sunshine Place’s Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/SunshinePlaceSP/ 
 
Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/sunshineplacesp/  
 

For those who are not on social media, you can contribute to the fundraiser by sending a check written out 
to:  Sunshine Place (write “Stuff the Bus” on the memo line) at PO Box 307, Sun Prairie, WI 53590.  You can 
also drop off your donation at any Bank of Sun Prairie location. 

 

Please note—The Stuff the Bus committee needs to raise these donations by August 8th.  
(They expect to hand out backpacks the week of August 17th by curbside distribution.) 
 
Thank you for supporting the Stuff the Bus program to help all our students and families in Sun Prairie get the new 
school year off to its best start! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SunshinePlaceSP/
https://www.instagram.com/sunshineplacesp/


Children & Families 

 

 
Includes: short Bible verse, Family discussion guide, games with supplies you probably already have on 

hand, print & color your own medals, and the following prayer… 

Dear God, thank You for giving us everything we need to run a good race! 

Please help us to grow in strength and endurance as we train by reading the 

Bible, worshipping, and talking to You in prayer. We know this race isn't about 

winning but about reaching the finish line with our eyes on Jesus. Amen. 

Have you ever held 

a Family Fun 

Olympics?  

Here is your 

chance! Learn 

more… 

https://
www.gominno.com
/blog/minno-
summer-family-
games-activity-
pack 

Resources are distributed quarterly. 
Look for them to be delivered to your 
door this month!  

A new series of Free Church at Home resource for families launched 
with the story of Creation. Journey through the Old Testament, over 
several weeks learning about heroes such as Noah, Moses, Joshua, 
David, and Daniel while covering important topics such as trust, 
strength, victory, and obedience.  
To take the fun and conversations off-screen throughout the 
week. Download the Church at Home Old Testament Family Discus-
sion Cards and Activities Pack 

https://www.gominno.com/blog/minno-summer-family-games-activity-pack
https://www.gominno.com/blog/minno-summer-family-games-activity-pack
https://www.gominno.com/blog/minno-summer-family-games-activity-pack
https://www.gominno.com/blog/minno-summer-family-games-activity-pack
https://www.gominno.com/blog/minno-summer-family-games-activity-pack
https://www.gominno.com/blog/minno-summer-family-games-activity-pack
http://minnochurchathome.com/
https://cdn.buttercms.com/jDWFsZKmT4uarvYJq7QQ?utm_source=cah&utm_medium=downloads&utm_campaign=activities&utm_content=old%20testament%20family%20guide
https://cdn.buttercms.com/jDWFsZKmT4uarvYJq7QQ?utm_source=cah&utm_medium=downloads&utm_campaign=activities&utm_content=old%20testament%20family%20guide


Congregational Singing, a COVID-19 Casualty 

 
Singing by the assembly or congregation has an extremely long history.  See the Song of Moses and the Song of 
Miriam in the 15th chapter of the book of Exodus.  Vocal music in worship has continued to the present time in the 
form of chant, hymns, and songs.  Singing by the assembly or congregation fosters a sense of togetherness and 
unity.  Texts, especially when sung together, are imprinted on the mind and can often be recalled in a time of 
stress. 
 
The current COVID-19 pandemic has not only restricted our ways of being together, but has especially restricted 
group singing.  Much more force of breath is used in singing than, say, in quiet speaking.  Droplets from the mouth 
travel much farther and persist in the air longer when singing aloud.  Social distancing for singers is urged to be 
double the 6 foot separation rule with which we have become familiar. 
 
So, to paraphrase Psalm 137:  How do we sing God’s song in this foreign COVID-19 land?  One answer is to have 
music in worship that incorporates the melodies of familiar hymns and songs.  An organ or piano prelude, for ex-
ample, may prominently feature the melody of a very familiar hymn.  Hopefully, hearing the melody will call to the 
mind of the hearer the words of that hymn.  You could then find the text of that hymn online or in a hymnal and 
read it.  No, you won’t get the experience and power of group singing, but you may discover new insights into the 
text. 
 
For church musicians such as organists, pianists, choir directors, and choir members, the time away from rehears-
als and preparation for worship could be a time of renewal.  Find ways to strengthen your musical skills.  Recall a 
beloved piece that you have played or sung.  Find and read articles or books about a favorite composer.  Recall 
musical experiences that influenced you. 
 
Focus also on your personal mental and physical well-being.  Reach out to others.  Reach out at church.  Does a 
fellow choir member or congregation member need help with something? 
 
No, we don’t know when this pandemic will end, but we can prepare ourselves to be better worshipers, choir mem-
bers, and musicians when it does. 
 
John Krueger, Director of Music 

Worship & Music 



President:  Tim Svendsen 

Vice President:  Jen Spredemann 

Secretary: Dean Sommer 

Treasurer: Scott Breitenbach 

Church in Society: Sara Klemme 

Education:  Brenda Wilcox 

Evangelism:  Ken Sodemann 

Fellowship: Gary Dalgaard 

Finance: Emily LaFleur 

Lay Ministry:  Kathryn Derauf Olson 

Property:  John Gould 

Public Relations:  Dawn Bradley 

Stewardship:  Bryan Loney  

Youth & Family:  Tim McCarthy 

Congregational Council  

Finance Secretary 
 Bonnie Shema 
 bonnie@oslc-elca.org  

Children & Family Ministries 
Coordinator 
 Shelly Perkolup 
 shelly@oslc-elca.org 

Director of Music, Organist 
 John Krueger 
 Cell: (608) 358-4677 

Director of Adult Choirs 
 Kathy Foss 
 kathyfoss9@gmail.com 
 

Staff at Our Savior’s  

Senior Pastor  
 Rev. Tim Hansen 
 tim@oslc-elca.org  
 Emergency Phone:  (608) 576-2342 
 
Associate Pastor 
   Rev. Seth Hecox 
 seth@oslc-elca.org 
 Emergency Phone:  (608) 576-2342 
 
Office Administrator 
   Darlene Thorstad 
 darlene@oslc-elca.org 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
 Matt Weber 
 matt@oslc-elca.org 

Director of Chancel Ringers 
 Angie Schmidt 

Director of Youth & Alleluia Choir 
 Judy and Breta Saganski 

Director of Cherub Choir  
 Diane Padrutt 

Accompanists 
 Kaia Feldman, Diane Padrutt 

Custodian 

  George Lazar, Jr. 

Church Office Phone 

(608) 837-3111 

Would you like to join the Prayer Chain?—Many of you are praying for Our Savior's, its minis-
tries and members, as well as concerns of the world.  Are you willing to add the prayer needs of Our Savior's 
members or friends?  We have an electronic prayer chain that your name could easily be added to.  A re-
quest is received by the office and the email prayer request is sent. The email includes the person to be 
prayed for, a short reason for prayer being needed, and their relationship to Our Savior's.  If you are interest-
ed in joining the Our Savior's Lutheran Church prayer chain, please contact the office to be added to the list 
at office@oslc-elca.org or 608-837-3111.  If you have a prayer request that you would like shared with the 
prayer chain, email  office@oslc-elca.org and we will pass that along. 

 

 

 

 SYNOD ASSEMBLY VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Saturday, August 29, 2020 

Find Synod Assembly Updates on the Synod Website 

 https://scsw-elca.org/2020assembly/ 

 

Would you like to join the Prayer Chain?—Many of you are praying for Our Savior's, its minis-
tries and members, as well as concerns of the world.  Are you willing to add the prayer needs of Our Savior's 
members or friends?  We have an electronic prayer chain that your name could easily be added to.  A re-
quest is received by the office and the email prayer request is sent. The email includes the person to be 
prayed for, a short reason for prayer being needed, and their relationship to Our Savior's.  If you are interest-
ed in joining the Our Savior's Lutheran Church prayer chain, please contact the office to be added to the list 
at office@oslc-elca.org or 608-837-3111.  If you have a prayer request that you would like shared with the 
prayer chain, email  office@oslc-elca.org and we will pass that along. 

WHAT MATTERS - Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, News, & Events!  Grow in your faith and leadership!  
Stay connected to exciting events and stories of our faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, please 

email Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to 

“What Matters.”   
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550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590-1399 
Phone  (608)837-3111        Fax  (608)837-9378        Web   www.oslc-elca.org 
 

Office Hours    
    Due to the Covid-19 virus health concerns, office hours are variable.  
    Please call the church office before coming to church. 
 

Worship    
    Online worship services each week  
     Drive-in worship—Sundays at 9:00 am 

www.Facebook.com/OurSaviors 

OSLC Offerings Online 

Visit www.oslc-elca.org  
or scan this code with 
your smartphone for  
instructions to give 
your offering online! 

The Crossroads is the official monthly publication of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church August 2020 edition, Volume 15, Issue 8.   Membership is voluntary.   
We are located at 550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie, WI  53590-1300, (608) 837-3111 
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